CORRUPTION: A LEGAL OR MORAL ISSUE
Corruption is widely understood as the illegal mismanagement of power for one’s personal gain. Though this is corruption, such illegal corruption is only a fragment of the concept of this global taboo. The core of corruption lies much deeper than legality – it lies with morality. 

In order to comprehend the underlying nature of corruption, it is vital to have a clear dichotomy of what it entails and what it constitutes in its simplest term.
According to the Oxford Dictionary, corruption is dishonest or illegal behavior, however, the definition cannot be completely valid as not all corruption cases are illegal. We do understand, however, that there is no single accepted definition for the term ‘corruption because what may seem corrupt in one society, may not necessarily be perceived as such in another. In such cases of corruption, the government system itself is corrupt; and thus the act is not regarded as illegal. This will further be addressed.
Professor Petrus C. van Duyne of the University of Tilburg, Netherlands, defines corruption as “an improbity or decay in the decision-making process in which a decision-maker consents to deviate from the criteria which should rule his or her decision-making, in exchange for a reward, while these motives influencing his or her decision-making cannot be part of the justification of the decision.” Throughout our research on the definition of corruption, we came to the conclusion that corruption is dishonest, unjust and unethical behavior in exchange for personal rewards or unfair benefits to others.  
What is the basis of an action to be considered as ethical or unethical? For corruption to be a moral issue, all cases of corruption must have at least one of the following properties: they must have the ability to harm others, go against socials norms and they should not uphold moral values. On the contrary, for it to be a legal issue, all cases of corruption should only just be illegal.

We understand that laws are set up according to societal norms, thus proving that legality and morality are not mutually exclusive issues. As stated above, cases of what is regarded as “legal corruption” do occur more often than not in society.
Legal corruption is corruption of the system of societal relations. It is a perfectly legal system of, for an example, income distribution in society, but it is unjust and inefficient. In Ancient Rome, the income distribution between slaves and slave owners was unjust because slaves labored and did all the work, while slave owners sponged all the income, yet this as perfectly legal! In modern society, we see this in the allocation of funds in the national budget. Certain amounts are allocated to departments and these amounts seem sufficient for these departments, but why do we still have shortages in terms of the quality and the quantity of the services provided by these departments?

The answer is simple: the system itself is corrupt. Most of the money is spent by people in high positions by means of salaries and bonuses. This is not incorrect; however, by the time the money reaches the area in which it is most needed, there is a shortage of funds. This act is perfectly legal (as people, even those in high positions, are entitled to an income), but it is unjust and immoral, thus corrupt. 
We now know that not all corruption is illegal. The next step in proving that corruption is a moral issue is to prove that there is a direct link between all cases of corruption and immorality. This can be discussed on three levels. Firstly, the cause of corruption, secondly, the effects of different types of corruption and lastly, how it can be resolute. 

According to many, one of the many causes of corruption vary from the lack of transparency to bureaucracy and poverty… we disagree. Though these may be factors contributing to corruption, they cannot be regarded as the matchstick to this fire. Each and every society has norms and moral values. The common moral values among all societies are honesty, trustworthiness, loyalty and integrity, and  every person, irrespective of position or social status, ought to uphold these values and in his or her actions. Corruption occurs when one’s self-control becomes compromised and is not sufficient in overcoming greed or the ‘lust of wrong-doing’. Ignoring one’s conscience is not only immoral, but it also gives way for the corruption monster to rear its ugly head into society and demolish all hopes of national prosperity.
So we ask ourselves, “Is there hope for a country that is home to citizens who have been defeated by their immoral demons? Can anything be done to reverse this ongoing trend of honest men being regarded as fools?”
Unfortunately, the answer to this problem lies within the inhabitants of the land, and this explains why everyone should be involved in combating corruption.
Anti-corruption work is not just about punishing the corrupt. A holistic approach goes much deeper than criminalization and prosecution; it should be prevented by building transparent, accountable and reliable systems of governance as well as improving public integrity and strengthening public ethics. One can also go as far as challenging social norms that allow corruption to exist. In order to build such systems, one has to take into consideration the principles and moral codes required in order to sustain advancement. 
Implementing more laws certainly will not help against the growth of corruption. For laws to be abided, morality and discipline should be the driving force behind any action that has an impact on anyone excluding the citizen himself. Clearly, the judicial system’s idea of eradicating corruption by implementing laws against corruption has failed; hence it is still an ongoing issue. 

Corruption can be controlled, but not totally eliminated, once people understand and start to believe in the values of ethics and morality in their lives. The main reason corruption has not been combated is because society has learnt to tolerate it. People have learnt to accept living with disadvantaging their country, but unfortunately, it is this kind of mentality that paralyses the country, and prevents development from proceeding (this is especially detrimental to Third World nations as the route to development is hindered dismally by the ongoing corruption cycle). 

Responsiveness, answerability and lucidity are a must for a clean system. Bureaucracy, the backbone of good governance, should be made more citizen-friendly, accountable, ETHICAL and transparent. Sources of assistance regarding reporting corruption should be made easily accessible, even to those living in areas that are poverty-stricken. This means that everyone should be able to report acts of corruption without any hassles or difficulties.
Obviously, one cannot clean the dirt without talking about it. One has to educate and discuss morals and ethics with local people, especially younger generations. Consulting Non-Government Organizations to teach people about the power of voting is of the utmost importance. The more knowledge people have about corruption, the more likely they are to help fight it. They should be made to understand what corruption is and assured that they do have a role to play in this process of purge.
Democracy is supposed to be the screwdriver of South Africa’s socio-economic development and to help it move forward; therefore people should be encouraged to take advantage of living in a democratic country and vote for leaders with good credentials and those who are adamant against corruption. It is also up to the government to elect representatives that are endowed and are good candidates to govern a country.
Corruption is facilitated if there exists incentives that allow someone to take part in corrupt transactions and as well as the opportunity for personal enrichment. The last incentive is for the youth. As cliché as it may sound, principles should be taught at home. The task of the youth is to disperse corruption and eventually overcome it. Without values, corruption will continue to spread into the next generation and it will eventually overtake development.
We have now established that corruption is a moral issue, and moral regeneration is virtue for it to be overcome. A society that is ethically upright has hope with regards to prospering and eventually reaching the peak of development. It should be kept in the back of our minds that in order to combat a global issue, one needs to start by overcoming the problems that are experienced locally. It is also essential for the citizens to know that their say counts and their “NO!” does matter when it comes to issues that involve the betterment of our nation.
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